



MotoGP 


The Losail lights brightened the first round of the 
MotoGP series and also bathed a rider-machine 
debut that millions had been anticipating for 
months. Valentino Rossi nearly crashed battling 
with Ben Spies but would defy continued shoulder 
discomfort to finish seventh - his worst finish (with 
out being knocked off as he was in Jerez in 2006) 
at a MotoGP season opener. 
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It’s all in the eyes. James Stewart attacks a comer 
and prepares for another triple in what has been 
the most open and unpredictable AMA Supercross 
Championship in recent memory. The Yamaha 
rider and former champion is dicing with four 
others for the 2011 crown that should be decided 
at Las Vegas for the season finale in May. 

Photo by Steve Cox 
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Pre-season photo-shoots are usually tedious 
affairs for Grand Prix riders but it is one of the 
few times in a year where they can really show 
off their exceptional motorcycle handling ability 
and the snappers themselves can get that little 
bit closer. MX1 title contender Clement Desalle 
has never looked more potent on the works 
Rockstar Suzuki RM-Z450. 

Photo by Ray Archer 








COMMERCIALBANK GRAND 
PRIX OF QATAR 


LOSAIL ■ MARCH 20 TH 


MotoGP winner: Casey Stoner, Honda 
Moto2 winner: Stefan Bradl, Kalex 
125cc winner: Nico Terol, Aprilia 









STONER CASTS 
ILLUMINATION 
ON DOUBTERS 
AT QATAR 


By Matthew Roberts 

Photos by: Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda Pro Images, 
Monster Energy Europe 


It was twelve and a half years 
since an Australian last won a 
GP on a Repsol Honda; could 
a new phase of domination be 
about to begin? 



T welve months is a long time in motorsport. 

Exactly one year ago under the glare of 
the Losail floodlights Casey Stoner’s MotoGP 
World Championship title-tilt effectively wilted 
before it had taken root. A front end wash-out 
after five laps, when holding a two second 
lead, was the first of a catalogue of mishaps 
that gave his legion of doubters new excuses 
to point the finger at the man they mockingly 
called ‘Rolling Stoner’. 


The unfair moniker has stuck with the Austral¬ 
ian since his crash-strewn days in the minor 
categories and not even an almost faultless 
season in 2007 was enough to silence his crit¬ 
ics. His dominance, they said, was down to the 
straight-line speed of the Ducati and the virtu¬ 
ally ‘uncrashable’ Bridgestone front tyre. Never 
mind the skill required to make the savage 
Desmosedici go around corners - an important 
factor when you have nigh-on twenty of them 
in the space of a few miles! 



On Sunday night even the great Valentino 
Rossi was unable to make up for the Italian 
machine’s current deficiencies in this area, 
albeit suffering the effects of a shoulder injury 
that he believes is costing him around 0.5 
seconds per lap. The Italian crossed the line 
seventh, sixteen seconds off the race winner, 
meaning that even fully fit he would still have 
been more than five seconds adrift. 

According to Rossi’s revered crew chief Jeremy 
Burgess it is largely down to a host of charac¬ 


teristics within the engine and chassis design 
of the Ducati, which cause it to understeer; 
Casey’s dirt-track style, which naturally uses 
a lot of oversteer was “fast but wrong,” said 
Burgess. 




However, on Sunday night Stoner proved that 
he has the ability to ride a bike how it needs 
to be ridden, standing the Honda up out of 
the corners and showing Dani Pedrosa how to 
master a machine the Spaniard has developed 
from scratch - just as he had done in pre-sea- 
son testing at Valencia and Sepang. 

His decisive pass on his new team-mate was 
not only perfectly executed but perfectly timed, 


a brave dive down the inside at turn twelve - 
not a normal passing place - giving him four 
crucial corners to create a gap big enough to 
hold the diminutive double 250cc and 125cc 
World Champion off down the straight. After 
six laps spent in studied pursuit and with ten 
remaining, Stoner put the hammer down and 
opened a cushion of over a second by the time 
they next came across the line. 














Despite the gangly frame Marco 
Simoncelli continues to look the part 
on a MotoGP machine. The clock to 
a first win continues at pace 






Again the doubters are calling ‘foul’, claim¬ 
ing Stoner’s speed is down to Honda’s new 
quickshift system. Burgess himself laughed off 
these claims, calling the technology ‘standard 
engineering’ and worthy of only a tenth per 
lap. Indeed, considering the fact that Pedrosa 
finished second in 2010 despite carrying an 
injury you have to wonder what his new team¬ 
mate might have been capable of should he 


have made the switch to the Japanese factory 
a year ago. By Valencia this November I reckon 
we may find out. 


ALIGHTING IN QATAR... 


A s tragic events continued to unfold in 
Japan and in the Middle East over the last 
couple of weeks, the importance of the new 
MotoGP season getting underway seemed like 
little more than a triviality. 

Indeed, as I read through my pile of bike 
ma-gazines and newspapers on the journey 
out to Qatar, making sure we had everything 
covered in our first programme on the BBC, 

I came a little closer than I would have liked 
to reality. Our plane touched down briefly in 
Bahrain, a country where the voices of demo¬ 
cratic discontent remain real and relevant 
despite having been somewhat drowned out 
by news of the Pacific tsunami. 

With the country now under martial law the 
cabin staff remained on board for the short hop 
to Doha (they usually change crew in Bahrain) 
and all passengers disembarking there were 
advised to stay within the airport arrivals hall 
until 4am due to a night time curfew. The social 
hierarchy in Qatar is not dissimilar to the neigh¬ 
bouring island, or indeed its other Gulf neigh¬ 
bours, which made me consider that the threat 
of similar revolt surely cannot be discounted. 


Indeed the decadence of this very event has 
rightly been questioned, with a reported $58 
million USD spent on building a circuit that 
holds just a few thousand fans and is now 
illuminated by 3,600 light fixtures so that the 
race can be run at night, for reasons appar¬ 
ently no more significant than the novelty of 
it. The same could be said for the FI Grands 
Prix in Abu Dhabi and Singapore but, then, 

I guess if necessity were not the mother of 
invention then elite motorsport surely would 
be. 

However, Qatar takes the view that a top 
class sporting infrastructure is a key factor in 
the economic stability of its future and over 
the past few years it has purchased its place 
on global sporting map by hosting events 
like the Asian Games, the WTA Tour, MotoGP 
and, of course, winning the rights to host the 
2022 FIFA World Cup. During times such as 
these the politics of sport are rightly put in 
the shade but on Sunday night, for 45 min¬ 
utes at least, its most valuable human quali¬ 
ties shone beneath a 5.4 million watt glare as 
the fastest men on two wheels raced elbow to 
elbow at 200mph for their life’s dream. 
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CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Casey Stoner, AUS 

Honda 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

3 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Honda 

5 

Marco Simoncelli, ITA 

Honda 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after i of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Casey Stoner, AUS 

25 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

20 

3 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

16 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

13 

5 

Marco Simoncelli, ITA 

11 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Kalex 

2 

Andrea lannone, ITA 

Suter 

3 

Thomas Luthi, SWI 

Suter 

4 

Alex De Angelis, RSM 

Motobi 

5 

Yuki Takahashi, JPN 

Moriwaki 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after i of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

25 

2 

Andrea lannone, ITA 

20 

3 

Thomas Luthi, SWI 

16 

4 

Alex De Angelis, RSM 

13 

5 

Yuki Takahashi, JPN 

11 


125cc RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Nico Terol, SPA 

Aprilia 

2 

Sandro Cortese, GER 

Aprilia 

3 

Sergio Gadea, SPA 

Aprilia 

4 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

Derbi 

5 

Jonas Folger, GER 

Aprilia 


125cc CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after i of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Nico Terol, SPA 

25 

2 

Sandro Cortese, GER 

20 

3 

Sergio Gadea, SPA 

16 

4 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

13 

5 

Jonas Folger, GER 

11 



















































NEWS 



BAUTISTA BREAK 
RAISES ISSUES 


earn Suzuki could barely have had a less 
fortunate start to the new season with their 
sole rider Alvaro Bautista breaking his femur in 
a practice crash on Friday. The news at the end 
of last year that the factory had decided to run 
a one-rider team in 2011 had been hard enough 
on the team, with several long-serving staff 
members reluctantly told by Paul Denning that 
they would have to find new employment. For 
that sole rider to miss the first race through in¬ 
jury was salt in the wound for those remaining. 

Bautista’s crash brought up a number of ques¬ 
tions. Firstly, where was John Hopkins? The 
American, who was named as the Spaniard’s 
replacement in pre-season, had been at Losail 
for the test last week, but had since gone home. 
Surely for the sake of an extra week in a hotel 
he should have stayed on hand just in case. 


Secondly, should tyre temperature sensors 
be introduced? This was a topic raised last 
year when several riders were caught out by 
a cold tyre, most famously Valentino Rossi at 
Mugello. Tyre restrictions mean that Bridge¬ 
stone can only supply a limited number of soft 
compounds and even they can be too hard. If 
a rider slows down for just a few corners that 
can be enough for the rubber to drop to a dan¬ 
gerously low temperature. 

Thirdly, why doesn’t each team nominate a 
replacement from the Moto2 class? They could 
join in testing throughout the year and even 
though their current championship hopes 
might be damaged their premier-class future 
certainly wouldn’t. 


















CRUTCHLOW 
IN NO NEED OF 
A HAND FOR 
DEBUT 


C al Crutchlow made an impressive start to 
life in MotoGP despite suffering from the 
pain of a recovering shoulder problem and a 
badly damaged finger. A crash during testing 
left Crutchlow with very little remaining of his 
left ‘pinkie’ other than a knuckle and a few 
exposed nerves. 

The pain was so excruciating that he needed to 
apply drops of anaesthetic to the finger before 
sliding it into a modified glove and the wound 
needed redressing every day. A shortened 
clutch lever also helped his cause but Crutch¬ 
low show few signs of discomfort to win a 
race-long battle with Hector Barbera for a solid 
eleventh place. 








For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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JAPANESE STOICISM 
PUSHED TO THE LIMIT 



T he devastation in Japan was rightly at the 
centre of everybody’s thoughts as the Mo- 
toGP World Championship fired up under the 
lights in Qatar and a minute’s silence before 
the start of the new season was a poignant 
nod towards the incalculable contribution of a 
proud country and people to our sport. 

Unfortunately the reverberations of the disaster 
will continue to be felt around the world over 
the coming months and our championship is 
no different, with no fewer than three of the four 
MotoGP manufacturers coming from Japan, 
as well as the series’ single tyre manufacturer 
and several hundred paddock staff members - 
including, of course, big name riders like Hiro 
Aoyama and Yuki Takahashi. 


Whether or not the race will go ahead at all is 
still a matter for debate. With the scale of the 
relief effort currently required in the country’s 
worst hit areas, the prioritisation of repairs to a 
circuit within the next six months would seem 
trivial. The important thing is that the country 
gets back on its feet and the hosting of MotoGP 
race certainly would not seem central to that. 

However, sport is a celebration of life and for 
the employees and their families at Honda, 
Suzuki, Yamaha and Bridgestone the spectacle 
of their home race may be symbolic of the way 
forward for them. Logistics permitting, repair¬ 
ing the cracks at Motegi may turn out to be a 
small job worth doing. 


The factory in biggest trouble seems to be Tokyo- 
based Honda, who have admitted that whilst 
they have enough spare parts to cover the next 
two rounds at Jerez and Estoril they are unclear 
what will happen after that. The problem is that 
electricity rationing in Japan is limiting all fac¬ 
tory production to just five hours a day and 
many of HRC’s main suppliers have been badly 
hit. Yamaha and Suzuki’s headquarters are both 
located further south, in Hamamatsu, an area 
thankfully not as badly damaged. 

HRC boss Shuhei Nakamoto, who was forced to 
double up as an engineer for Andrea Dovizioso 
in Qatar as his regular Japanese crew member 
was stuck at home, has also revealed that a test 
for their new 2012 lOOOcc MotoGP prototype 
at Motegi had to be cancelled due to the circuit 
damage that has caused the postponement of 
the Grand Prix of Japan until October. 


Electricity rationing 
in Japan is limiting all 
factory production to just 
five hours a day 

The dignity and strength of character that is typi¬ 
cal of the Japanese nation was encompassed in 
Qatar by Shoya Tomizawa’s parents, on hand to 
unveil a tribute to their late son, who made histo¬ 
ry as the first ever winner of a Moto2 race at the 
Losail circuit twelve months ago. Seeing them in 
the uniform of his old team, I was reminded of 
how they stood proudly together on the podium 
at Motegi last year to collect the Michel Metraux 
trophy for Best Privateer on his behalf. They 
always insisted that the racing must go on. 
Despite scepticism in some corners of the 
paddock, I have a feeling that it will. 




Feature 


GATE CRASHERS 

THOSE WHO COULD RULE AND SHAKE 
UP THE 2011 MX GRANDS PRIX 


A look at the likely lads going for the MX1 and MX2 titles across the following six months... 



cipline. In 2010 MX2 (mostly 250cc four-strokes 
with fuel injection) saw five unique winners and 
ten riders all claim podium trophies. This season 
will be the second of the maximum age limit rule 
of 23 years. MX1 (mainly 450cc fuel-injected 
motorcycles except of course for KTM’s defend¬ 
ing champion 350SX-F) had six victors and nine 
different visitors to the rostrum. 


At the award-winning Sevlievo circuit in Bulgaria 
on April 10th the gates will drop on the 109th 
MX1 and MX2 Grand Prix since the categories 
were forged in 2004. From the 40 riders entered 
in each class - with factory teams from seven 
brands in place - the dash across fifteen rounds 
and fourteen different countries will unveil the 
next stars and the eighth champions in each dis¬ 


Photos by: Ray Archer, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Gary Freeman, Hoppenworld.com, Max Zanzani 
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TONY CAIROLI 


Red Bull Teka KTM Factory Racing MX1, ITA, 25 years old, 2010 place: 1st 


W inner of the premier MX1 title for the last 
two years - his first two in the category 
- and with two different brands, Tony Cairoli 
seemingly soaks up his role as principal star 
and wears a giant target on his back with little 
trouble. Having made history for KTM by giv¬ 
ing them their first MX1 crown (only SX evades 
the Austrians who have swept virtually all other 
off-road sports) and with their nimble 350SX- 
F, Cairoli has already achieved so much at the 
tender age of 25. At the tale-end of 2010 he ad¬ 
mitted his motivation now comes down to the 


‘battle on the day’ and for instilling as much 
fun as possible in his racing. By already achiev¬ 
ing his ambition of being the most successful 
Italian racer ever with the highest amount of 
career wins and four championships in total, a 
small question mark will hover over the Sicil¬ 
ian’s depth of desire in 2011. When it comes to 
hard-pack, sand, mud, leading from the front or 
making time through the pack there are none 
better. It is rare to see ‘222’ losing ground dur¬ 
ing a moto and his flamboyance always makes 
him essential viewing. 





I f it hadn’t been for a crash that caused a 
double ‘0’ at round two of the 2010 cam¬ 
paign then Clement Desalle might have 
pushed Cairoli harder for the championship in 
what was only his first term as a works Suzuki 
rider. Desalle seems to be slightly losing the 
‘dirty’ tag he had gained for some hard and 
uncompromising manoeuvres in the last three 
years and when in tune with the track and 
conditions is smooth and virtually unbeatable. 
Still incredibly young, this at-times truculent 


Belgian is coming to terms with the role and 
demands of being a title-protagonist both on 
and off the track. His tussles with the likes of 
Cairoli and Philippaerts will make for some 
thrilling scenes, as seen at the Grand Prix of 
France last season and if he stays in shape (a 
dislocated shoulder, smashed teeth and badly 
bruised lower back were just some of his ail¬ 
ments in 2010) then he will undoubtedly have 
a major part to play. 








hilippaerts hasn’t dropped out of the top 
four in the final standings of MX1 since 2007 
and in 2008 he became Italy’s first champion in 
the class. Not a prolific race winner but a fit and 
ferocious competitor, ‘DP’ is a stubborn member 
of the leading sect and will benefit from a Yama¬ 
ha YZ450F in the second year of development 
and without Ohlins suspension (the factory team 
opting for standard Yamaha equipment) that 
seemed to spook the Italian at times in 2010. 
When it comes to a battle on the track Philip- 


paerts is normally the first to be sniffing blood 
and his ruthless edge makes for some exciting 
and tense moments. 2011 will be his fourth year 
as a works Yamaha representative. In that pe¬ 
riod he had a senior team-mate in the form of 
Josh Coppins and then nobody in MX1 in 2010. 
For the first time he settles in the awning next to 
a young, hungry and equally determined rider 
in Steven Frossard and one senses that Philip- 
paerts’ first major hurdle will be defeating liter¬ 
ally - and mentally - the quiet Frenchman. 








Red Bull Teka KTM Factory Racing MX1, GER, 23 years old, 2010 place: 4th 


M ax Nagl’s recent apprehension to em¬ 
brace the works 350SX-F over the 450cc 
machine that had assisted him in the capture 
of umpteen holeshots was understandable 
and forms the basis of one of the two fac¬ 
tors that could inhibit the friendly German’s 
validity for 2011. Firstly, whether the 350 will 
give him the same drive to the first corner 
and create the advantage that has helped him 
win eleven motos in the last two years and 
secondly, if the youngster’s already-battered 
body can withstand more injury. In 2010 it 
was a wrist and (another) broken collarbone. 


There were also some rumours of discontent 
with the KTM team’s metamorphosis into a 
largely Italian set-up with the acquisition of 
Cairoli’s De Carli crew in 2010 but Nagl would 
partially squash the gossip by signing a new 
contract last summer despite interest from 
practically every other brand. Nagl’s strength 
lies when a clear track beckons but he has 
improved his ability to gain positions and has 
youth on his side even though it feels that 
he has been a part of the GP paddock for a 
career-and-a-half (he joined the world cham¬ 
pionship in 2003, MX1 since 2007). 
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S teve Ramon is now the oldest and most 
experienced rider in MX1 and has been 
present from the very beginning, in fact, the 
meek but talented Belgian was the winner 
of the very first MX1 moto in the wet sand of 
Zolder in 2004. Now almost part of the work¬ 
shop interiors at the highly organised and 
impressive Geboers factory set-up in Bel¬ 
gium Ramon starts his sixth campaign with 
the RM-Z450 and with the knowledge that 
he has made the top five of the MX1 world 
championship every year (with the exclusion 


of 2009, after missing half the term with a 
broken neck). The seven-time Belgian Cham¬ 
pion holds his own page here through sheer 
consistency. He has only one Grand Prix win 
to his name in MX1 but also one champion¬ 
ship (2007) and only injury niggles in the last 
two years have prevented a more concentrated 
attempt for a second crown. Steve might not 
be in contention for the chequered flag every 
week but this is one rider who definitely val¬ 
ues points as much as prizes. 









I f the Ben Townley that last graced the world 
championship back in 2005 (pictured here), 
the figure that won a moto at the Motocross 
of Nations last September or the rider that 
disappeared at the front of the 2010 USGP at 
Glen Helen turns up to play for the majority of 
the 2011 MX1 campaign then we will be seeing 
an awful lot of him. Considering the likeable 
and professional Kiwi’s horrendous bad luck 
with injuries over the last three years then this 
sadly remains a pretty big ‘if. Townley’s return 
to Grand Prix action after partial realisation 
of his AMA ambitions is welcomed by a large 
quota of the world championship community 


and especially for the media who remember 
his superb yet curiously vulnerable seasons 
of success in 2004 (first ever MX2 series win¬ 
ner) and 2005 (he became the first rider to win 
MX1 and MX2 GPs). The prospect of a fit and 
feisty ‘BT’ trading track space as a full-time GP 
rider with Cairoli for the first time since 2004 
is a hand-rubbing prospect. A broken jaw and 
concussion during winter prep means he could 
arrive in Bulgaria on the back foot but the ex¬ 
perience and wily nature of the New Zealander 
means that 2011 will be looked upon as a larger 
picture. It will certainly be an interesting and 
pivotal stage in his career. 







STEVEN FROSSARD 

Monster Energy Yamaha, FRA, 23 years 
New bike, new team, new to MX1; Steven Frossard will have a lot to deal with in 2011 but there is 
a satisfied and confident air about the Frenchman at having finally left the MX2 class and prepping 
to play with the 450cc factory boys. His form in pre-season has been impressive and the livery of 
the works Yamaha team gives extra credence to his role as the ‘dark horse’ of the upcoming series. 



Kawasaki Racing Team, SPA, 25 years 

A dislocated hip ruined a first season on the works Kawasaki last year and his first term away from 
the KTM. Whether the fast yet erratic Spaniard has enough bottom-end power on the KX450-F to 
match the potency of his combination with the works KTM from 2007-2009 is a large question 
mark that still hovers. Can he also stay away from the medical centre for the entire year? 



FRA, 26 years, Kawasaki Racing Team 

Seb Pourcel will be hoping for a return to the days of 2008 when he led 20,000 delirious 
French fans on the hillside of St Jean D’Angely in a version of La Marseillaise in celebration 
of his victory. Crashes and injuries (shoulder, knee and head) have not been kind and surely a 
last outing on the factory Kawasaki beckons if he cannot rediscover the speed that dazzled the 
world at the ‘08 Nations. 



EVGENY BOBRYSHEV }/ 

RUS, 23 years, Honda World Motocross ' (%{%? S - ,, m,. * ' 

The Russian was the surprise of 2010 where his unforgiving approach to a maiden MX1 season 
created several top five finishes and painted the affable ‘Bobby’ as everyone’s favourite under¬ 
dog. His balls-on-the-line style backfired in Brazil where he practically wrote-off his season but 
the British Champion had already done enough to become a factory Honda rider for 2011 and is 
bound to spring more surprises. 
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RUIGONCALVES ft * . ' ? - % v 

POR, 25 years, Honda World Motocross 

Rui has been through the mill with injuries in the last five years and operated largely under 
the radar in 2010 as a third MX1 KTM team-mate to Cairoli and Nagl. His 2009 runner-up posi¬ 
tion in the MX2 series shows that he has the capability to run at the front and his efforts on the 
350SX-F towards the end of ’10 were more and more noticeable. Granted a works CRF450R for 
this season, podium potential is not out of reach for the likeable Portuguese. 





KbN Viz DYCKbFt 

BEL, 26 years, LS Honda Racing 

Adored by Belgian fans Ken De Dycker remains an enigma at world champions 
he will dominate a Grand Prix one weekend and appear completely uninterested the n 
mer employers have pointed towards an unwillingness to work, but if he doesn’t get podium- 


happy again from within the confines of the Belgian LS Honda team and with the brand with 




whom he burst to prominence in 2007 then he will continue to frustrate. For his criticisms, De 
Dycker is one of the hardest and most entertaining riders on the circuit. 





SHAUN SIMPSON 

GBR, 23 years, LS Honda Racing 

Xavier Boog, Tanel Leok, Anthony Boissiere, Greg Aranda and Kevin Strijbos are riders that 
could have feasibly made it onto this page but Shaun Simpson, an MX1 rookie for 2011, carries 
more weight of interest not least because the approachable Scot has yet to underline his real 
potential in the world championship. The former British Champion has also looked comfortable 
on the bigger bike at the Motocross of Nations and apparently is buzzing with his new challenge 
after two difficult years with a works KTM in MX2. 








KEN ROCZEN 

Red Bull Teka KTM Factory Racing MX2, GER, 16 years old, 2010 place: 2nd 


K en Roczen is a winner and undoubtedly a 
star but is he a champion? The German is an 
outstanding talent and through some of his duels 
with Marvin Musquin for the 2010 MX2 title (his 
first full season) he proved that he could seize 
control across any terrain and in any circum¬ 
stance. Most people’s clear favourite for the 2011 
crown, Roczen does have to show that he can 
effectively bend the conquering works 250SX-F 
KTM to his will as much as he was able to man¬ 
handle the Suzuki and deal with all the attention 


and pressure that will again increase the load 
on his maturing (both mentally and physically) 
shoulders. A hazardous but impressive winter 
term in the USA indulging his Supercross ambi¬ 
tions will have bedded-in his adaptation to the 
Austrian bike and done his worldwide profile 
no harm at all. It seems clear that the AMA is 
where Roczen’s career trajectory is pointed and 
his depth of seriousness towards emigration as 
‘2011 world champion’ will determine just how 
much he will be the rider to beat this campaign. 







he re-born American and MX2 British 
Champion sampled a landmark season in 
2010, not only through his results that made 
him the best-performing American in Grands 
Prix since 2000 but also through the fact that 
it was his first as a Pro where he completed 
the year relatively unscathed. 

An intense winter training programme that 
saw him shed 13 kilos of weight means that 
he will be in shape to tackle the other whip¬ 


pets in the class. Osborne’s attacking style 
can carry some risks and his British team 
have needed to work diligently to bolster the 
Cosworth-powered Yamaha engine to cope 
with the Virginian’s demanding throttle-hand 
but in turn he has one of the fastest bikes 
behind the gate. With his confidence restored 
after 2010 and a balanced head-on-shoulders 
Osborne is a valid title threat and needs only 
to sharpen his starts as well as some speed 
in the sand to set the pace in the points table 












Monster Energy Yamaha, FRA, 21 years old, 2010 place: 10th 


F our podiums, including one victory, from 
the final six rounds of 2010 indicated that 
Gautier Paulin would have been earnestly 
chasing Musquin, Roczen and co. in his first 
season as a works Yamaha rider if it wasn’t 
for a snapped lower left leg three weeks 
before the opening Grand Prix. This time the 
stylish Frenchman, easily the tallest rider 
in MX2, should make the launch of 2011 in 
Bulgaria and the combination of his talent, a 
keen analytical mind and focussed approach 
to bike set-up means that he will be present 


throughout the year in the jostle for the top 
step. With countrymen Musquin and Frossard 
out of MX2 Paulin is the chief-bearer of the 
‘tricolour’ in ’ll and his popularity, thanks 
to an easy and outgoing manner, means that 
he will be one of the protagonists. The for¬ 
mer European Champion will steer a new 
YZ250FM fuel-injected machine and although 
there is no reason to doubt the proven tech¬ 
nical expertise of the Rinaldi technical di¬ 
vision, YRRD, the bike will face a baptism 
nonetheless. 







I n any other season Jeffrey Herlings would 
have left the motocross community stag¬ 
gered by his debut term in 2010 at 15 years 
of age when he took his factory KTM to three 
podiums in the first four rounds. As astounding 
as the Dutch teenager’s maiden soiree actu¬ 
ally was, the impact was nullified to a degree 
by the attention on fellow pubescent Roczen. 
Herlings was a whirlwind force in his ‘native 
sand’ and his domination at Valkenswaard was 
unequalled all year. Somewhat predictably for a 
rookie he also hit the ground, and whether this 


erratic tendency has been erased for 2011 will 
largely vindicate the growing hype as a future 
world champion. Herlings is almost certain to 
win races this season but whether he can score 
plentiful every round and keep close in the 
points-chase is the key issue. One extremely 
interesting element this season will be the dy¬ 
namic inside the KTM team - the orange ‘play¬ 
ground’ - between Herlings and Roczen with 
the Dutch star allegedly far from impressed at 
the end of 2010 that the Austrians had signed 
one of his main rivals. 











I ts easy to forget just how young Tommy 
Searle is and how much he turned heads 
in the two years he fought at the front of the 
MX2 class in 2007 and 2008. He was runner- 
up during his last term in ’08 where he wasn’t 
shy in talking about his desire to escape 
to America. After a lengthy shoulder injury 
Searle has some career re-building to do at 
the age of 21 and with a fiery CLS/Pro Circuit 
Kawasaki in his hands he is ideally placed to 
again generate some interest across the Atlan¬ 


tic. The Briton has experience of a Grand Prix 
title push and this will count for something, 
as much as his lack of competitive track time 
over the past year might initially go against 
him. It will be curious to see how he finds 
the race-pace of the latest crop of youngsters 
compared to the Cairoli-Rattray axis that he 
faced in 2008. Either way Searle’s ability and 
clever line choice means that he returns to the 
FIM contest as a big fish. 
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JEREMY VAN HOREBEEK 

Red Bull Teka KTM Factory Racing MX2, BEL, 21 years 

Back with the brand where he notched his first podium in 2009, Van Horebeek has works material 
in the KTM squad and an excellent chance to disperse with the inconsistency that has marked him 
as a bit-part player in MX2 over the past two seasons. The Belgian will need to strengthen his men 
tal resolve alongside Roczen and Herlings to prevent being beaten before he even exits the awning. 



MAX ANSTIh * -•?- 

CLS Monster Energy Kawasaki Pro Circuit, GBR, 17 years 

With Jake Nicholls having to play catch-up with a broken ankle Max and Tommy Searle will have 
to satisfy the large British audience’s thirst for success. Max has pedigree as a junior and a back 
ground of training and racing in the US but 2011 will be his first Grand Prix adventure and a big 


step nonetheless. Much of any glory will depend on his frequency of staying ‘vertical’ and away 


from ambulances. Hopefully the fast teenager seen on the 2010 SX circuit will turn-up instead of 
the individual who failed to chart at Glen Helen last year. 



Nestaan JM KTM Racing, BEL, 21 years 

The stern Belgian has been there-but-not-quite for the past two terms and is surely due a step- 
up in his results to become a regular member of the top five. The desire is clearly present - 
Roelants is nothing if not focussed - but he could well be outshone again in 2011 with the depth 
of talent around him. Still Belgium’s best young hope. 


Suzuki Europe MX2, FRA, 19 years 

Tei I let’s electric fashion of riding a motorcycle means that the Suzuki Europe MX2 team have 
swapped one flamboyant racer (Roczen) for another for 2011. Grand Prix followers have yet to 
see the best of the diminutive former European Champion, largely due to injury niggles since his 
debut in 2009, but he has a formidable machine for the coming campaign with arguably one of 
the best developed fuel injection systems behind the start gate. 
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Bike ii Cosworth Wild Wolf Yamaha, SWI, 19 years 

This classy Swiss will be one of the authentic riders to watch in 2011 after sailing an ever-progressing 
learning curve in his two Grand Prix seasons to-date. A naive teenager in 2009 he evolved into a capa¬ 
ble sbnd rider (his major weakness) and improved all areas of his almost-artistic style to reach a first 
career podium by the end of 2010. Apparently chuffed with the power reserves of the Cosworth Yamaha 
and growing in confidence with every meeting, Tonus is a bona fide prospect for the campaign ahead. 






CH RISTOPH IE CHAR LI IE R 

Monster Energy Yamaha, FRA, 19 years 

The 2009 European Champion’s skill on two wheels borders on scary and his longing to make 
the bike bow to his wishes is fascinating to watch. A patchy rookie season in 2010 was hin¬ 
dered by a thumb ligament injury and sketchy form but when in flight Charlier was unstop¬ 
pable. As one of the bigger riders in the class the clock is ticking mtil his M>^ graduation but 
this timid racer has a lot to prove in 2011. If fitness, confidenc^and a mora Experience 
collide then Charlier can easily get out front, aryd^ewterta.in while doing so. 


HARRIKULLAS ' , \,\ 

Monster Energy Yamaha, FIN, 19 years 

Team-mate to Charlier, Kullas was the most impressive debutant from the entire 2010 world cham¬ 
pionship, scoring points in all but one of the thirty motos throughout the year. Based in Belgium and 
one of those riders who appears to permanently inhabit a space in the Lommel sand, Kullas troubled 
the top five in his rookie term and has the hard task of taking the leap up the leader-board in 2011. 
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MXGP SCHEDULE 
FINALLY WRAPPED 


T he FIM Motocross Grand Prix calendar was 
recently completed only a fortnight ahead 
of the opening round at Sevlievo in Bulgaria. 
The major changes to the fifteen round series 
was a switch of venue for the Spanish Grand 
Prix (previously the Grand Prix of Catalunya for 
the last two years), confirmation that the Bra¬ 
zilian date will occur at the former Motocross 
des Nations site of Indaiatuba, north of Sao 
Paolo, the final race in Italy returns to Fermo 
(as in 2010) and the ‘TBC’ penultimate event 
will now see another trip to Germany and the 
first GP for the Gaildorf circuit since 2005. 

It means the majority of the total 80 riders en¬ 
tered in the premier MX1 class and MX2 cate¬ 
gory will encounter at least two unseen tracks. 
Gaildorf will be in need of some upgrades to 
meet the demands of a world championship 
facility but the naturally set layout is not alone 
in this respect. There were some raised eye¬ 
brows in the Spanish media when the tight 
and compact location of La Baneza, formerly 
an MX3 GP host, near Leon was given the nod 
over possible circuits in Andalucia and Madrid 
(Talavera). I'm a bit surprised that the world 
championship will be visiting a place like La 
Baneza as the layout is quite basic, some work 
will be needed on this hard-pack track to bring 
it up to GP standard,’ commented Lluis Llurba, 
off-road writer for Spain’s biggest selling week¬ 
ly magazine Motociclismo. ‘There should be a 
good turnout of keen off-road fans in the area 
but the circuit is small so I doubt a huge crowd 
will fit in there.’ 

Promoters Youthstream insist the champion¬ 
ship is in full health with regards to support 
and interest from organisers and circuits. ‘We 
are not late with the calendar,’ said President 
Giuseppe Luongo. ‘It is just that the economi¬ 
cal situation is tough and we may run into un¬ 
expected issues. We always have a relationship 
going on with other promoters ready to enter 


the Championship so we always have possible 
replacements.’ 

With the backing of new principal sponsor 
Monster Energy Youthstream have been able to 
invest again in motocross and positive moves 
have included the establishment of a first-class 
pay-per-view internet TV service www.mxlife.tv, 
a live studio-based transmission from each GP 
and a more exposure as presenter for popular 
commentator Paul Malin. The company will 
have extra responsibilities on their plate with 
a deeper organizational role in the Dutch and 
British Grands Prix. ‘With most of organisers 
we have a standard deal, with some others 
like Matterley, MXoN and Valkenswaard, two 
very good venues managed by people we care 
about a lot, we give more support. So far these 
are the only ones,’ confirmed Luongo. When 
asked if this approach could become more 
prevalent in seasons to come his response 
we not dismissive: This is not Youthstream’s 
main goal but we are capable of organizing the 
whole series like that if we have to.’ 






MONSTER ENERGY EDGE ADDED 
TO SERIES FOR ’11 


T he Grand Prix of Bulgaria will be the first 
event in which the FIM World Champion¬ 
ship carries a shade of ‘black and green’. 
Monster Energy have become main sponsors 
of the series this season and the aesthetic of 
the GP circuits will change accordingly. Expect 
a vibrant facelift, certainly within the public 
enclosures, and a Monster Energy ‘barracks’ 
in the paddock centred around their two race 
teams (factory Yamaha and Pro Circuit-backed 
CLS Kawasaki) and a hospitality unit that will 
feature girls, music and entertainment, and 
won't be off-limits to the public. The best thing 
about the deal is the amount of ‘push’ involved 


by Monster for the Grands Prix. Whereas mo- 
tocross was a minor player in the vast roster of 
activities supported by Red Bull, the FIM world 
championship is a viable promotional tool 
for the brand that expunges the 'lifestyle in a 
can’ philosophy. The deal is something of a 
coup for Youthstream and the FIM considering 
Monster Energy already retain the vast com¬ 
mercial numbers linked to the AMA Supercross 
series. ‘We’re so excited to be sponsoring the 
Motocross World Championship as we’re all 
huge fans of the sport and series itself,’ said 
Monster Energy Marketing Director Jamal Ben- 
miloud. 






Six-day Motorbike and 4x4 Adventures 
through the south-eastern Moroccan 
Sahara and Great Atlas Mountains 



SAHARA EXPERIENCE 



Join our 21-29 May tour for free... How? Just visit our 
website, subscribe to our newsletter and invite your friends! 


Combining adventure and comfort from the most impressive landscapes until the sul¬ 
triness of the Arabic 1001 Nights. Riding hours through endless scenery, swim¬ 
ming in oases, magnificent dinners under endless starry skies, treatments in hamams 
and spending the night in tent camps around the campfire. 

Mail or call for more information, dates and prices. 


ride@saharaexperience.nl / +31-629556459 / www.saharaexperience.info SAHARA EXPERIENCE 















BEING AND THE REASON 


T here are some that think Steve Jobs has 
simply managed to sell the public an en¬ 
larged version of his iPod Touch and rake in 
millions more for one of the biggest companies 
in the world. The other perspective is that the 
onslaught of tablets and media devices over 
the past months - something that will acceler¬ 
ate further in the coming years - is simply a 
progression of mobile technology and how we 
grab information quickly and on-demand. 


was to bring the blog/column culture that is 
such a popular part of the internet experience 
together with some of the best images ap¬ 
plicable to the sports featured herein. In this 
aspect we are lucky not only to count on some 
remarkable photographers but the three-string 
format of OTOR is based around three writ¬ 
ers who have seen and worked at more races 
than is probably healthy and bring a superbly 
informed and closer knowledge of their respec¬ 
tive series’. 



The fact that you are reading this on a screen 
is proof that, as you may have seen via a US 
report in the news recently, we are turning 
more towards our computers compared to 
traditional media outlets for info and a view 
on the world. Print magazine editors around 
the globe have been coming to terms with this 
trend for quite a while but the process has 
accelerated with the low bounce of advertis¬ 
ing revenue since the economic crisis of 2008 
(hard to believe it all started two years ago 
now). Websites and online media are allegedly 
pulling in more eye-balls and commercial busi¬ 
ness than the printed page for the first time 
and extra movements such as Twitter, Face- 
book, Youtube and the whole social networking 
umbrella has served to bring the public closer 
to the sports, past-times, places and people 
they love, admire or are simply curious about. 

It is in these creatively interesting times that 
this publication has come to exist. While ini¬ 
tially in a simple flip-book format the future 
potential in video-streaming, animation and 
other resources for ‘reporting’ on a race or 
event has undergone an immense shift com¬ 
pared to what readers and fans have been 
used to in the past. The concept behind OTOR 


Websites are pulling 
in more eye-balls and 
business than the printed 
page for the first time 

On a first ‘work experience’ assignment with 
the Sports Desk of a prominent English daily 
newspaper in the early 1990s a wizened jour¬ 
nalist told me that finding the angle to any 
story is the way to drive good copy. Even a bor¬ 
ing race will have ‘something’ inside it. 

If I have seen a football match on TV or at the 
stadium then afterwards I have always pre¬ 
ferred reading a writer’s commentary on the 
game or a focal point from the 90 minutes 
rather than a straightforward report. And this 
is the idea behind what you will see in OTOR. 

I have to thank Matt, Steve and Ray for having 
a similar belief. In short, I hope this bi-weekly 
dose of opinion and visual 'treats’ will soon 
become an enjoyable and fresh part of the way 
you like to follow the sports that you appreciate. 





AMA-SX TORONTO 

nawan w/i ROGERS CENTRE ■ MARCH 26TH 

Supercross winner: Ryan Duneey, Suzuki 

SX Lites East Coast winner: Dqan Wilson, Kawasaki 
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By Steve Cox 








ey claimed his firs 
season in Canada 


J ames Stewart and Ryan Villopoto both have 
to be wondering whom they’ve pissed off. 
They’re both very fast - usually the fastest - 
and yet neither can buy a break. Obviously 
Stewart’s run recently is a bit worse, with huge 
crashes in Daytona and Jacksonville - the only 
two races in his home state of Florida - and he 
hasn’t won a race since Anaheim 2. But Villo¬ 


poto has had a streak, too. He left Daytona with 
23 points in hand then got three more by win¬ 
ning the next race in Indianapolis over Stewart. 
Since then, though, he has a DNQ (of all things) 
in Jacksonville, and then a crash led to a ninth- 
place finish in Toronto. In two races, a 26-point 
lead over Stewart in the title chase has turned 
into a three-point deficit behind Chad Reed. 










There are tons of reasons for this, including 
the really dumb first turn in Jacksonville, but 
the truth is that this is supercross, and this 
is what makes supercross so exciting. First 
place through to fifth place in the champion¬ 
ship are separated by 22 points with Canard 
fifth and Stewart fourth. Defending champ 
Ryan Dungey now sits only eight points out in 


spite of his chain derailment in California. 

The way things are going we can almost count 
on this title going to the Vegas finale with at 
least four riders having a mathematical shot. I 
don’t know that this has ever happened be¬ 
fore but boy, oh boy, am I glad it’s happening 
now! 



Dean Wilson took his second East 
Coast win of the year and is neck-and 
neck with Justin Barcia for the title 
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Suffering for art. Ryan Sipes is 
knocked out of the lead in the 
Lites Mai« Event and qhnost does 
the same to Stev^ox 
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PASSPORT BLUES 


I just spent the last five hours looking for my 
passport. My flight to Toronto is less than 12 
hours away. And between bouts of tearing my 
house apart, I was spending time on Google try¬ 
ing to figure out whether I could get around the 
law that says I must have a passport to go to 
Canada, which is barely a different country. 

As it turns out, Google said that I definitely 
do need a piece of paper to go to Canada - a 
country whose largest export, I’m pretty sure, is 
cold weather. There are quite a few imports in 
the USA who arrived from Canada: Pam Ander¬ 
son, Jon Stewart, Celine Dion... But name one 
famous Canadian who came from the USA? Ex¬ 
actly. Even if there is someone, nobody knows, 
because they’re in Canada. 

Even in the moto industry here in the U.S., we 
have former mechanic and now Pulp MX dude 
Steve Matthes, Star Racing Yamaha team man¬ 
ager Allan Brown, and Team Honda’s Shane 
Drew all from Canada. But again, the key word 
here is ‘from’. 

So, I guess what I’m wondering - even more 
than why we have to take a passport with us to 
enter Canada - is why in the hell do we have to 
go to Canada for supercross racing? Now that 


Dean Wilson has more or less denounced his 
Canadian roots for his Scottish ones, we don’t 
have any Canadian superstars in the series. Last 
year, the night before the Toronto Supercross, at 
the ‘Loose Moose’, I drank a bit too much Ca¬ 
nadian beer and figured out later that there is a 
much higher alcohol content in Canadian beer 
than American beer. At first, I thought that was 
really cool, but then I realised that they have to 
have more alcohol because they live in Canada 
and they’re depressed, and it made me sad. 

I guess what I’m trying to say through all of this 
is that, when you travel to over 30 races a year, 
it would be nice to not have to find a document 
that you never need until this one weekend. It 
really makes me dread this race because it al¬ 
ways seems like something funny happens and 
messes everything up; your traveling ‘rhythm’ is 
interrupted. Why, Canada, why can’t I just come 
on over? I’m a good guy. I’m not trying to steal 
your national pastime. I don’t even understand 
hockey, much less hockey fans. What’s the big 
deal?! Oh, nevermind. My passport was in my 
camera bag, where I put it last year around this 
time, thinking that it would be a safe place to 
keep it so that it doesn’t get lost. Viva Canada! 
Let’s go to the races, eh? 




Trey Canard is having a quietly 
impressive debut season on 
the 450 and has picked up 
four trophies so far 


AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA SUPERCROSS RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

Suzuki 

2 

Chad Reed, AUS 

Honda 

3 

Trey Canard, USA 

Honda 

4 

James Stewart, USA 

Yamaha 

5 

Justin Brayton, USA 

Yamaha 


AMA SUPERCROSS 

STANDINGS (after 12 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Chad Reed 

236 

2 

Ryan Villopoto 

233 

3 

Ryan Dungey 

228 

4 

James Stewart 

216 

5 

Trey Canard 

214 


AMA SUPERCROSS LITES EAST 
COAST RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Dean Wilson, GBR 

Kawasaki 

2 

Justin Barcia, USA 

Honda 

3 

Blake Wharton, USA 

Honda 

4 

P.J Larsen, USA 

KTM 

5 

Ryan Sipes, USA 

Yamaha 


AMA SUPERCROSS LITES 
STANDINGS (after 6 of 8 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Justin Barcia 

138 

2 

Dean Wilson 

122 

3 

Ryan Sipes 

115 

4 

Blake Baggett 

100 

5 

Blake Wharton 

089 



































NEWS 

STEWART TALKS ABOUT 
REED TAKE-OUT 


A fter the Atlanta Supercross, in which a last- 
lap collision between Chad Reed and James 
Stewart landed both of them on the ground and 
fighting over a podium spot instead of the race 
win, Reed was upset but headed to the podium 
for his third-place finish. Stewart? He headed 
right off the track, ushered away by his father 
who smartly knew that his son wasn’t in a posi¬ 
tion to say something on camera. 

The next week, things weren’t much easier in 
Daytona, as after the race, Stewart was re¬ 
covering from his massive get-off in the main 
event there. But the opportunity to ask him 
about the event finally popped up in Jack¬ 
sonville. ‘Well, you know, when I was on the 
ground actually I wasn’t that mad,’ Stewart 
said. ‘He [Reed] almost snapped my leg in 
half, so I was more worried about that. And 
then I was thinking, ‘Man, is [Ryan] Villopoto 
passing me right now after 19 laps of hard 


work? That’s going to suck.’ And then, right 
before the finish line, I knew if I went outside 
he was going to probably take me out again, so 
I was trying to block my line; ended up mess¬ 
ing up. And then it didn’t hit me until I got off 
the track and I watched the line he took in a 
replay. Then I was pissed.’ 









K I M COMING 
AROUND 


T he hypothesis that a 350cc four-stroke dirt 
bike would be good in supercross has been 
bantered about for quite a few years. The argu¬ 
ment was always that the 450s were too heavy 
to turn well enough or stop well enough, and 
too powerful to ride controllably around a su¬ 
percross track if your name wasn’t Windham, 
Reed, Stewart or Carmichael. 

Leave it to KTM to be the first manufacturer to 
test that hypothesis. At first, the going was a 
bit rough but for the last few rounds the hard 
work the Red Bull KTM team has put in has 
been showing. Andrew Short has a few top-five 
finishes to his name despite being down over 
20-percent in displacement, and in Jackson¬ 
ville, Andrew Short and Mike Alessi grabbed 
holeshots. Add to that the fact that both Alessi 
and Short have been testing the 350 and the 
450 for outdoors, and it sounds like at least 
Short has decided to stick with the 350. This 
could be the beginning of a revolution. 


WIEIMIER SET 
FOR RETURN 


J ake Weimer was ready for his 450cc debut 
in 2011. At the test tracks, he was usually on 
pace with the guy who was leading the cham¬ 
pionship up until last Saturday: his Monster 
Energy Kawasaki team-mate Ryan Villopoto. 

But about ten days before Anaheim 1, Weimer 
had a miscue while practicing on Villopoto’s 
track and went down, badly breaking his left 
arm. He had surgery to repair it that day and 
now that it’s been a few months the 2010 Lites 
West SX champ is back riding. 'I don’t feel like 
it’s been 10 weeks since I’ve ridden, so that’s 
good, but having said that, I’m not out there 
trying to match the times I was doing before 
I got hurt or anything like that,' Weimer said. 

As of right now, it’s just about putting laps in 
and maybe cruising around at 85-90%. But I 
don’t really want to push any harder than that. 
The most important thing right now is just 
getting time on the bike and getting everything 
back. But I do feel comfortable. I feel good.’ 

He hopes to be back out racing in St. Louis on 
April 9. The arm is good’ Weimer continued, 

‘it definitely gets a little bit sore, but I think 
that’s to be expected. I’m hoping it will con¬ 
tinue to progress and go quickly and I’ll get up 
to speed.’ 
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HERE/ 


For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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WHY THEY RUN THE RACES 


B ecause supercross and motocross are so 
reliant upon individual efforts, no matter 
how much hype there is going into any particu¬ 
lar season, it’s a rule rather than the exception 
that within a few races, some guy, or even a 
couple of guys, have put themselves above the 
rest of the field and seem unbeatable. 

But in 2011, nobody in particular can get - or, 
more accurately, keep - that ball rolling. Ryan 
Villopoto and James Stewart have both looked 
at times like they had that momentum in their 
favour but either through the tenacity of their 
competitors, or through mistakes of their own 
- or both - that ball has been stopped. 

Trey Canard has taken down two wins in his 
rookie year - more than Chad Reed or Ryan 
Dungey to this point - but he is, after all, a 
rookie. And Dungey himself, the defending 
champ, just aced his first win of the season in 
Toronto. But the one guy besides the Big Two 
- Villopoto and Stewart - who has done the 
most damage should’ve been the guy people 
figured would do exactly that: Chad Reed. 

Except for last year, Reed has never failed to 
be a championship contender. Before 2010, I 
think you could count the number of races he 
finished off the podium on one hand between 
2003 and 2009. 

He is the epitome of consistency and with the 
irregularity of the younger players - all of the 
top-five guys are younger than the 29-year-old 
Aussie - he has just landed the points lead 
with only five rounds left. 


The danger for these guys is that Reed knows 
what to do in this position. 

If there’s anyone who is more determined to 
prove people wrong, it’s him. If he pulls off this 
championship, the speech at the end of the 
season may end up being Reed just walking 
up on stage, erecting his middle fingers, grab¬ 
bing the plate and the trophy, and walking off. 
And, to be honest, I would give that a standing 
ovation. 








Feature 






T o mark this inaugural edition of ‘OTOR’ an 
interview with the only man to have made 
an impression at the highest levels of motorcy¬ 
cle racing - FIM MX-GP, AMA SX and MX and 
MotoGP - was pretty much essential. Jean- 
Michel Bayle, a Frenchman born on April 1 st 
1969 in Alpes-de-Haute-Provence, would have 
a very decent shout at any subjective claim 
of being 'the best motorcycle racer ever’. The 
justification? He won the 125cc and 250cc FIM 
Motocross World Championships in 1988 and 
1989 respectively and then swept the Ameri¬ 
can scene, taking 250cc Supercross and Moto¬ 
cross titles with the 500cc crown, all in 1991. 

At the very height of his powers he swapped 
goggles for a visor and entered the 250cc class 
in the FIM road racing world championship 
where he spent three years building up speed 
to MotoGP (then the 500cc division) from 
1996 to 1999. Although he never graced the 
podium on the asphalt he did procure three 
pole positions from the confines of two factory 
teams and boasts a decent result of 4 th at the 
1996 500cc Imola Grand Prix. 

In short nobody has come close to replicating 
Bayle’s diverse achievements on two wheels. 


OTOR sat down with the now 41 year old at the 
2010 edition of the Paris Bercy Supercross, 
where he was paraded around the packed 
arena to rapturous acclaim later that evening. 
This articulate symbol of French motorcycle 
sport was open and animated in discussing his 
MotoGP endeavours and the difficulty of his 
transition from dirt to tarmac. 

Breaking away from off-road racing was a big 
move but one that was always on the cards... 

I was always a fan of road racing as a kid but I 
tried motocross first and when I started I was 
winning easily. I kept thinking about road rac¬ 
ing through my motocross career and always 
said that I will try to get into MotoGP at some 
point. After I won the motocross world cham¬ 
pionship then I wanted supercross. Once I had 
done that I had the chance to go into road rac¬ 
ing and I knew if I didn’t go for it then it would 
be too late. Of course it was a difficult choice. 
To stop something in which you are very good 
and then do something at which you are very 
bad with zero experience was not easy! It was 
not something I decided to do in one day, it 
was always part of my plan but I had to wait 
for the right timing. 










Climbing on a road race bike was like step¬ 
ping into a new world... 

It was very different. Motocross is maybe 80- 
85% technique: your position, style, precision, 
good lines. The rest is about your determination 
to win a race. In road racing it is the opposite. 
There is a lot of technique but if you want to 
go faster you have to push yourself more every 
time and have a lot of motivation to take risks. 
With the start of every new session you have to 
build yourself up from the bottom again. It is a 
very different feeling. You can rely a lot on your 
technique in motocross; if for example you say 
‘I don’t feel good today’ you can still hit the top 
three. In road racing you always have to push, 
otherwise you are in tenth place. 

Having an acute feeling of motorcycle han¬ 
dling and behaviour was an advantage... 

I was good at testing on the dirt and did a lot 
with Honda because I was living close to the 
factory. I always liked to improve the techni¬ 
cal side of the bike and paid a lot of attention 
to that; if you made progress on the bike then 
you didn’t have to work as hard at the weekend 
and it would obviously be better for you. I had 
a good feeling for testing and I found that con¬ 
nection with the bike was just the same in road 
racing. It is not something you can really learn, 
and it can take time to feel what is going on 
with the bike. 

The reaction to his integration in MotoGP was 
largely positive... 

When you do something different and make a 
big change you always get someone who says 
it is stupid but I found people gave a lot of 
respect because they all could appreciate how 
hard it is to change and try to get to the top of 
a new sport. There were many who kinda said, 
‘get back to motocross’, but then it was a bit 
like that when I was in Europe in motocross 
and went to race in the AMA. Others were very 
helpful. Mick Doohan came up to me at the 
first test and said ‘what you did in motocross 
and supercross was great and I like what you 
are trying to do, if you need help then just 
come and ask’. For me that was unbelievable, 
and many times I asked him questions. I was 
riding in the 250s so he always was there to 


explain things, whether it was about tyres or 
whatever. I moved up to the 500s in 1996 and 
after seven grands prix I made pole position in 
front of him and he rode right up to my pit box 
after qualifying and said ‘now don’t ask me 
anything anymore’! 

On the biggest factor he had to get to grips with... 

The speed. Everything went too fast. You feel 
like your eyes are open three or four times big¬ 
ger than normal. There was too much informa¬ 
tion to take in. I needed to learn how to relax 
and see exactly what was going on but that 
was very difficult and I had to get used to it. 

On why other road racers use motocross and 
off-road riding as a release... 

The problem with road racing is the lack of 
time on the bike so the only way to get on a 
track is to take to the dirt. Road racing is also 
very repetitive, the circuit is always the same 
and lap-by-lap you are doing the same thing 
all the time. You don’t get bored but you do 
get tired of the routine. To change bikes and 
do motocross is refreshing and you take in a 
lot of new ‘information’ and this is important. 
Road racing is not as fun as motocross but the 
feeling of being able to ride so fast and slide 
the bike at 200kpm is very special. To do eve¬ 
rything right and get a pole position lap is so 






good. I think my best memories of racing come 
from the asphalt. Motocross gave me a lot of 
success but it felt easier for me whereas going 
for pole position in MotoGP was like travel¬ 
ling to another place that I did not know. I was 
pushing myself so much. 

On the mental demands of both sports... 

I would say the concentration level is the 
same because supercross is also very 
difficult; to get the triples right every lap. 

It is difficult to stay at maximum concen¬ 
tration all the time and on a supercross 
track you need to have most of it 100% 
but there are also small parts where you 
can breathe. It is the same in road race; 
there are parts where you can rest a little 
bit before hitting a section that can decide 
a lap. 

On the sport that scared him the most... 

Supercross is pretty crazy. Road race is 2D but 
supercross is 3D and the first lap in an arena is 
very intense. For crashing I prefer motocross to 
road race! When I used to ride the 500s it was 
so scary and you were afraid of the high-sides. 
Losing the front was nothing but the high-sides 
got everyone. 

I think many can ride the MotoGP four-strokes 
today, of course it takes unbelievable skill to 


go to the limit but the 500s were un-rideable 
if you were not one of the best riders in the 
world. I remember my first time; it was with 
Kenny Roberts’ team in Barcelona. It was in the 
winter and a little bit cold and I was alone on 
the track. I started the bike, went out of the pits 
and did a couple of slow laps and then when I 
first whacked the throttle on the straight it went 


crazy and I thought ‘what is this?!’. Every time 
I opened the gas the rear end slid or the front 
went up and it was like that for a number of 
laps; I was like ten seconds slower than I had 
been with my 250. I came back into the pits, sat 
down and thought ‘I will never be able to race 
this bike’ and the first GP was three months 
away. Kenny came by and could see what I 
was thinking and patted my shoulder and said 
‘welcome to the 500 two-stroke’! I got used to 
it but the bike was so powerful and the delivery 
so strong. It was a different time. 


Supercross is pretty crazy. 
Road race is 2D but supercross 
is 3D and the first lap in an 
arena is very intense 
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Spain are world-forces in at least two sports... 

Toni Bou is the current supremo of Trials riding and recently won 
his fifth consecutive Indoor title (now X-Trial). The Catalan is also 
pretty skilled with a football and needed no second invitation to 
show off his ability at the Camp Nou, home of his team Barcelona 
Photo by Ray Archer 





































‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
‘On-track Off-road' will be published online at www.otormag.com every 
Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue is available with 
a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an address in the 
box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be kept strictly 
confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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Tony Cairoli heads towards the 2010 MX1 world championship. His first with KTM (Ray Archer) 
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